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NOTES OF CASES. 



Snakes and Bible on Ballot. — A peculiar election contest is found 
in Conley v. Hardwick, 132 Southwestern Reporter, 140. At a local 
option election in Powell County, Ky., on each of the ballots used 
there was placed over the word "Yes" (the local option side) an 
open book, with the words "Holy Bible" printed across its face, and 
over the "No" (the side opposed to local option) a whisky bottle 
and a glass beside it, with the head of a snake protruding from the 
mouth of the bottle. A numher of voters testified that they voted 
"dry" because they could not go against the Bible. One negro said: 
"I had to vote under the Bible; the Lord God Almighty would strike 
me dead if I hadn't." Other evidence was introduced that one of 
the clerks of election said to the negro voters, as they approached: 
"If you want to go to hell, vote under the snake; if you don't vote 
under the Bible." The Court of Appeals of Kentucky holds that a 
ballot is a means devised by law to secure a fair expression of the 
will of the people, and it should never contain devices that give to 
one side an undue advantage over the other. In this case the de- 
vice used gave to those favoring prohibition the sanction of the word 
of God, while it held up to those on the other side all the unspeak- 
able horrors of delirium tremens. Since the use of the emblems 
materially affected the result of the election, they were improper and 
absolutely inexcusable, and rendered the election invalid. 



Animals — Liability of Owner of Dangerous Animals — Scienter. — 

The case of Lowery v. Walker, 15 Va. Law Reg., p. 898, in which 
it was held by a Divisional Court that the owner of a savage horse 
was not liable to a trespasser for injuries, though knowledge of vi- 
ciousness was shown, has been reversed by the House of Lords, 
55 Sol. J. 65 (Eng., H. L., Nov. 9, 1910). 



Bail Because of Melancholia. — A somewhat interesting and un- 
usual case under the heading Ex parte Johnson, is found in 131 
Southwestern Reporter, 316. The proceeding is for a release on 
bail of one confined in jail under a charge of murder, on the ground 
that further confinement would endanger his life. Physicians testi- 
fied that accused was suffering under a melancholy condition caused 
from worrying over his troubles, that he was not eating anything, 
or. if he had eaten, he did not assimilate what he ate. Two phy- 
sicians placed on the stand were of the opinion that under the cir- 
cumstances the prisoner's life was endangered, and that if he were 
subjected to further confinement he would be in imminent danger 
of death. The Texas Code authorizes a court to admit a prisoner 
to bail when it appears that any species of confinement would en- 
danger his life. The Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas holds that 



